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<Abstract>

A Study on Characteristics of Ahn Yongbok’s 2nd Visit to
Japan

- Ahn Yongbok, a ‘secret emissary of Joseon’ -

Choi, Young-Sung

This article is to reexamine characteristics of Ahn Yongbok’s visit to Japan
in 1696 with his companions. The fact that his visit was not on his personal
level but government officials sent a secret emissary is the core of the study.
Nam Guman (fF/L#) and Yun Jiwan (F*#t52) are pointed as behind sending
Ahn Yongbok’s party as a secret emissary. They are the key heavyweights
on Soron (4F%) government coming to power in 1694 and unlike the
previous Namin (F§ A) government, they took a firm line with diplomatic
policy toward Japan. Official envoys were not dispatched because there was
a big difference in the way each faction handled Ulleungdo issue. It is hard
to find that Ahn Yongbok’s party was envoys from Joseon’s official records
but it is demonstrated on Japan’s historical records including Jukdogo (11
#). This research studies historical evidences that support they were secret
emissaries from various angles as follows. The study clarifies that (O Nam
Guman and Yun Jiwan led the secret emissary dispatch as demonstrated on
the collection of their literary works and; finds @ five Buddhist priests that
belong to naval forces (3%f§7k &, Uiseungsugun) at Yeosu Heungguksa also
joined the visit to Japan and consequently explores connection with

Jeollajwasuyeong (% /7K. 3 The study also examines that after Ahn
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Yongbok’s visit to Japan, King Sukjong, Nam Guman and Yun Jiwan
maintained secrecy from beginning to end, prevented political disputes and
smoothly dealt with the matter. @ In addition, the study discovers a literature
that understands the visit to Japan by Ahn Yongbok’s party was from a
dimension of ‘secret emissary dispatch’ and presents its contents. The reason
why Ahn Yongbok affair was recorded as an individual’s aberration on
Joseon history is the visit to Japan by Ahn Yongbok’s party was of secret
emissary dispatched by government officials. To understand Ahn Yongbok’s
2nd visit to Japan from the perspective of ‘diplomacy of secret emissary’

would solve numerous questions and misapprehensions.

Key words: 2" Visit to Japan, Secret Emissary (%{f}), Nam Guman and
Yun Jiwan, Noeheon (F5%), Uiseungsugun (F%ffg7KH),
Dongnaebusa (HUAIF{)
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